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refused; he then accepted the offer of an asylum within the British
territory for himself and followers ; but repeated applications to
seize and surrender him were made by Chunder Kaunt, and a minister of
the King of Ava.

1821, The disputes in Assam still continued, and a Mr. Bruce, a
native of India, entered the service of the Ex-Raj ah Poorunder Sing,
and with the consent of the British Government, supplied fire-arms and
ammunition to his forces. Towards the end of May this year, Poorunder
Sing invaded Assam with a force under the command of Mr. Brace,
and in an action between the forces of the two Rajahs, Mr. Bruce*, at
the head of Poorunder Singh's army, was defeated, and taken prisoner.
Rajah Chunder Kaunt, though successful, was not long permitted to
enjoy his usurped power. He began to tire of his friends the Burmese,
and as a first act against them, is supposed to have ordered the murder
of his chief minister, who was warm in their interest, and for which. In
September, he was deposed, and a successor appointed. The Assamese
were growing weary of the plundering and devastations of the Burmese
armyf, which at this time had to contend against the forces of the two
deposed princes, Poorunder Singh and Chunder Kaunt; our frontiers
consequently became the scene of various excesses, for which the
Governor General authorized his agent, Mr. Scofct, to demand satisfac-
tion. The Burmese Commander-in-Chief apologized, and stated that
our villages had been attacked by mistake, and offered remuneration for
whatever injuries had occurred.

Mr. Bruce now exerted himself in the cause of Rajah Chunder
Kaunt, and applied to the Supreme Government for permission to convey
arms and ammunition through the British territory to his assistance.
The Government granted his request, being anxious to prevent the
Burmese from occupying Assam, by which they would command the upper
part of the Burrumputei", much to our disadvantage. In the latter part
of this year, Chunder Kaunt was temporarily triumphant, having defeat,
ed the Burmese in several skirmishes, and advanced to Gowahati. Rajah.
Poorunder Singh also continued to annoy the Burmese in his endeavours
to regain his lost kingdom, when the Burmese general, Maha Theelawa,
being sorely perplexed, wrote in the usual lofty and arrogant style to
the Governor General, not to assist the Assam rebels, but to deliver up
both the chiefs and their followers: to which letter the usual reply was
made.

1822J. The temporary successes of Chunder Kaunfc were arrested
by the reinforcemeut of the Burmese army to the extent of 18,000
men, under the renowned general Mengyee Maha Bundoola, who in
June, easily defeated and threatened to pursue the Assamese chief into
the Honorable Company's territories. The magistrate was therefore
directed to repel invasion by force, and to demand reparation for the
injuries done to our frontier villages by the troops of the nominal ruler
Rajah Poorunder, as well as the Burmese, by whom he was supported.
Strict orders had just arrived from Ava to pursue the fugitives whither-
soever they had fled ; and such was the defenceless state of our frontier,
that had the Burmese general been so determined, we could not have
prevented them. Fortunately, they pursued a different course, and in
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